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ULy AT A GLANCE

2008 SUMMER SUNDAY
SCHEDULE SET

It has been decided to
again hold one 9 am
Eucharist from Sunday, July
6 through Sunday, August
31 (11 weeks). This gives
our 8 am parishioners the
opportunity to meet our 10
am parishioners, and it also
allows us all to enjoy a bit
more of those long, lazy
days of summer. If you
have any questions
regarding the summer
schedule change, please
feel free to speak to Father
Noah or any member of
your Vestry.

Nursery care will not be
provided during the summer
months.

Submitted by Margaret Smist
Please see inside for detailed

information regarding listed
events

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

160 High Street
Medford, MA 02155
781-396-7215
WWW.GRACEMEDFORD.ORG

FROM THE PRIEST IN CHARGE
“and a little child shall lead them” Isaiah 11:6

A wise person recently told me that parents don't just raise children, children
also raise parents. As a relatively new parent | have come to believe that this is
true. My life has changed so much since my son Isaiah was born; it has changed
the way | sleep, they way | cook, the way | go to work, my marriage has changed,
it has changed the way that | pray. Parenthood is also the most challenging thing |
have ever done.

| have also grown. | have a completely new understanding of the love of God
since | had a child. The love that | have and feel so intensely for my son has given
me a glimpse of the love that God has for each one of us. This has led me to
understand my vocation as a priest, as a husband, as a father, as a baptized
Christian with a new depth and broadness. Being a parent has also given me a
new perspective on what is really essential, really important in life. It has
repositioned the way | think about my work and my career, and what | really want
my life and my family’s life to be all about.

Just as children raise parents, | also have come to believe that as a parish
community we raise our children together, but our children also raise us. | don’t
know how many times | have heard from a family that they came to church for their
children, and later found that being part of the community of faith feeds themselves
as well. At Grace | hear again and again, from both parents and kids, how much
the children love coming to church. For our whole community, young and old
alike, children in our worship and in our community life bring us surprise,
unanticipated graces, delight and deeper awareness of our membership in the
broader family of God. As | see it, much of the vibrancy of Grace Church flows out
of this glorious presence of children with us: our children are raising our
community.

Right now our children and youth programs happen because of the heroic
efforts of three people: Deb Smith, Catherine Smith and Maria Fenn. They teach
and coordinate our Sunday school, Wednesday Night Godly Play and Teen Group.
Many others also help out through teaching, cooking dinners, serving as
classroom doorkeepers and assistants, and in a multitude of other ways. My hope
is that this year we can broaden the leadership of our children and youth programs
from these three involving more of the community in teaching and leading our
programs. In order to do this, we need your help.

Teaching and leading children and youth programs is not just for parents, but
any member of the community who feels called can join in the raising of this
community. On the next page, please see an outline of the needs we have for
teachers and children and youth leaders next year along with some of the
schedule changes for the fall.

Have a blessed summer.
Peace,

The Reverend Noah H. Evans
Email: graceclergy@verizon.net
Phone: 781-396-7215


http://www.gracemedford.org/

FALL 2008 CHILDREN AND YOUTH PROGRAM SCHEDULE AND NEEDS

After meeting with parents and hearing a lot of feedback, it has been decided to make some change to
our Sunday School and Godly Play schedules starting in the Fall. In addition, in order to comply with
Diocesan Safe Church standards we need to have at least two adults in every classroom. If you have
questions or comments, or are ready to learn more about teaching and leading our children and youth,
please contact any member of the ad hoc children and youth committee (Noah Evans, Maria Fenn,
John Rogers, Catherine Smith, Deb Smith and Ivy Smith)

Wednesday Godly Play

Wednesday Night Godly Play dinner will be moved to 6:00-6:45, and then Godly Play class |
(preschool-3" grade) & Il (4™-7" grade) will meet from 6:45-7:45. There will also be occasional adult
education at 6:45 on Wednesdays throughout the year.

NEEDS:
e At least two new trained Godly Play teachers. (There is a two-day training offered in September;
if two people agree to go, Noah will also join them for the training.)
e Several adults to regularly serve as classroom “greeters” to assist with classes

Sunday School

The Preschool — 4™ grade Sunday School class will continue to meet during the 10:00 service, with the
kids entering church at the Peace. The 5™-7" grade class will be in church, and leave immediately after
receiving communion for class during the last few minutes of the service and coffee hour. We decided
to move this class time because of the ability for the older kids to sit through and fully participate in
church and the increased involvement of these kids as acolytes and readers.

NEEDS:
e At least two, preferably four, new teachers to join in teaching Sunday school for either class.
e Classroom Assistants to help with the class and serve as the second adult in the classroom

Confirmation Class
Noah will be teaching this class to youth in 8" grade and above. The class will meet mostly on
Wednesday nights throughout the year.

A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER

As we approach mid year, day-to-day finances at Grace Church are in good order. Income is generally
keeping up with operating expenses, and we remain on a balanced budget path for 2009. As you
know, much of our ability to maintain positive cash flow depends on the timely receipt of pledge income.
Please continue to keep your pledge payments up to date even if summer plans take you away.
Quarterly contribution statements will be sent out in July.

A reminder to everyone that my monthly Treasurer Reports are posted on the bulletin board across
from the kitchen. (3 Months of reports will be posted at one time, if you need access to previous reports
please call the office). These reports provide regular budget updates and highlights of short- and
longer-term financial management activities. Also, | am thrilled to report that the Grace Church Finance
Committee (Dennis Hale, Bill Honeycutt, Kathy Mumma, Naida Gavrelis) is firmly in place. We have
already met twice. Our mission is to critically examine financial management practices, assess
budgetary challenges related to operating expenses and capital needs, and make recommendations for
Vestry consideration. Submitted by Naida Gavrelis, Treasurer



A MESSAGE FROM TED

I’'m sitting here in a corner of the Baltimore/Washington Airport., having just completed Morning Prayer.
My prayer hasn’t really ended ... not that | think it ever really does. This morning, my head is full of
life’s questions. As | journey home, or rather back to Boston, en route to Ft. Wayne, Indiana, | wonder
about the meaning of home. What, or where, is “home?”

Home could be with my mother and the family that needs me right now, as they deal with their grief and
sorrow caused by the death of my step-father. | think there’s a part of all of us that will always feel as
though wherever “mom,” or “dad,” or some other familial or pseudo-familial connection resides, is the
place we call home. As we carry all of those who are intimately connected to our lives in our hearts and
minds, maybe that's home.

Then, again, home might be that place we’'ve made for ourselves. It's that place of comfort where the
dog greets us at the door with joy and wet kisses, and where our cat happily jumps back into the
comfort of our arms. It's that place where we cohabitate with our spouse, children, roommate, or
whoever else happens to be a part of our lives. Maybe home is that place where the neighbors are
familiar and where we know the name of the clerk in the local grocery store.

Engaging in mission, | have yet another understanding of home. As | sit down to dinner in the house of
a local church leader, share lunch with children in an orphanage, meet with a bishop over a cup of
coffee, | have this stirring in my heart that brings me great joy. | feel a fullness in my heart and soul that
| don’t always experience elsewhere in my life. | often say to myself, “Ah, I'm home.” To use a cliché,
maybe home is where the heart is. As Christians, our heart isn't always in the familiar and the
comfortable. It also might not be with immediate family. As a missioner, | feel as though I'm “home” in
Christ when I'm a pilgrim, putting my faith, trust, and hope in God.

Hmm ... Home ... Where’s “home” for you? Is it a place? Is it a feeling? Maybe “home” is all of these
things. Maybe as we carry Christ in our hearts, throughout our daily lives, home is anywhere we want it
to be. Maybe “home” is just a state of mind? Maybe home is wherever we feel “at home.”

Right now, as | cancel my current travel arrangements, rebook travel itineraries, reorganize my
schedule, and begin writing the service for Wally’s funeral, home is Ft. Wayne. ... with a heavy heatrt,
I’'m going home ... Submitted by Deacon Ted Gaiser

PARISH PICNIC
The Annual Church Picnic is right around the corner on June 29™.

A sign-up sheet will be posted in the Parish Hall on May 18"™. Donations of salads, soda, rolls, as well
as hot dogs and hamburgers would be greatly appreciated. Please ...no frozen prepared meals. If
there are any questions, please call me at 781-391-7127. Thanks. Submitted by Nancy Rogers



SOMERVILLE MUSEUM

Adele Travisano invites you to an event. It is a filming shoot of an art opening at the Somerville
Museum, on Thursday, July 24, 2008, 6:00 - 8:00 PM. Dennis and Adele's son, Tony Hale, is making a
film about Adele's St. Francis Paintings. So please come and maybe you will be in a film. The
Somerville Museum is located at 1 Westwood Road in Somerville. (corner of Central Street and
Westwood Road) Submitted by Adele Travisano

B-SAFE SUMMER PROGRAM

The Bishop's Summer Academic and Fun Enrichment Program (B-SAFE) started at St. Stephen's
Episcopal Church, Boston in the summer of 2000 as a way to provide urban children with a safe
environment during the summer break when they would otherwise be on the streets unsupervised.

Since 2000 B-SAFE has spread to five sites in Boston and this summer is scheduled to open a sixth
site for 60 children at St. Luke's/San Lucas Episcopal Church on Washington Avenue, in Chelsea. The
Program's goal is to build a community where young people can feel safe and connected. Through
small groups, low staff-to-camper ratios and team building activities, B-SAFE creates tight groups that
foster friendships and trusting relationships. A key to the success of the program - and this is where
our parish comes in - is support, both volunteer and financial. We are being asked to provide lunch and
snack for two days during the last week of July: Tuesday, July 29th and Wednesday, July 30th.
Additionally, on Friday, August 1%, we will have an active part in supporting a day trip for campers and
staff.

| know summer is a busy time, especially for parents with young children. However, if you could come
along with us on the day of the outing (tentatively set for Hampton Beach) or help with the lunch
program one day or two days or even a few hours, it would be greatly appreciated. Thank you. Please
contact me 781-391-2096 or e-mail at: depalladino@comcast.net Submitted by Dottie Palladino
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THANKSGIVING FAIRE AND LOBSTER LUNCH COMETH IN NOVEMBER
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Two major fund raisers at Grace Church will make their return before Thanksgiving: the Lobster Lunch
on Friday, November 14th, from noon to 1:30 and the Thanksgiving Faire on Saturday, November
22nd, from 9:00 to 5:00. Jean Spiers has graciously agreed to again chair the Lobster Lunch, and
Laura and Steve Duggan will return as the co-chairs of the Faire. Allison Andrews will woman the
famous Grace Church Silver Tea scheduled from 1:00 to 3:00. Linda Foote and Company will be fired
up for Grilled Fare from 11:00 to 2:00. Ruth Roper will make a return performance as Trash and
Treasure Diva. Gift Baskets by Margaret Smist will be ready for purchase, too. Look for the return of
baked goods, jewelry, scarves, handcrafts, Christmas wreaths, toys, and a silent raffle!

What can you do to help make our fund raisers a success? Contact Steve and Laura at 781-395-4397
or Irduggan@aol.com and volunteer to help. We need people for Faire set-up and clean-up, and to
man or woman tables. You can save all of your trash and treasure over the summer for Diva Ruth.
Say, Yes, when asked to bake for The Silver Tea or bake table. You can call Jean at 781-396-2128
and agree to get take out orders and / or prepare the rolls of lobster or chicken and serve the walk-in
luncheon costumers.

If you have a great new Idea for the Faire, don’t hesitate to tell either Laura or Steve in church! There
will be a Faire meeting early in September.



http://us.f386.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=depalladino@comcast.net

We all have talents that can be used at the Faire. The Lord wants us to use them! Harken...come all
ye to the Lobster Luncheon and Thanksgiving Faire! Submitted by Laura Duggan

SUMMER BOOK GROUP
ook During July and August join with Noah after the 9:00AM Service for a discussion of
T Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori’'s book, A Wing and a Prayer: A Message of
’ /‘ Faith and Hope (Morehouse, 2007). This book is a collection of sermons and essays
. written by Bishop Katharine. She brings an interesting perspective on life and faith, with
~ a background as a scientist, mother and the first female Presiding Bishop. Come to one
session, or the whole series — even if you haven't had a chance to read the book! Books
are available from most online booksellers, or will be for sale in the Parish Office in mid-
June. For more information, please contact Noah Evans at 781-396-7215 or
graceclergy@verizon.net.

-
-

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Naida Gavrelis reported that Grace Church has received a bequest for $24,000 from the estate of
Roger Sykes. She noted that she will be discussing with the Finance Committee how we will manage
these funds.

Margaret Smist reported that the Rectory has been rented and that a two year lease has been signed.

Warren Ramirez updated Vestry members on the Bell Tower Project. He highlighted that the project
has expanded to include other historic repairs at Grace Church. A grant has been applied for. Warren
discussed the terms of the grant and noted that a presentation will take place on Sunday, June 22™
after the 10 AM service to inform the parish, as a whole, about the status of the project.

Vestry members discussed suggestions received from parishioners about the Mission Statement written
at the Vestry Retreat. Using these suggestions Vestry members changed the final version to read:
Grace Episcopal Church is a multigenerational, diverse and welcoming Christian community that values
shared leadership, service to those in need, and nurturing all in the love of God.

Noah announced that we have received a gift of $2,000 toward choir robes as well as a gift of $500.00
for organ tuning and repair.

Noah discussed his meetings with parents last Sunday. He discussed his hope that we can broaden
the leadership for Children’s education, noting that he and two others are planning to take the Godly
Play training course. And, he is looking for one more person to sign on.

The book chosen for the Discussion Group after the 9 AM Sunday service is the Presiding Bishop,
Katharine Jefferts Schori’'s recently published book entitled “A Wing and a Prayer”. Copies are
available ($15).

Submitted by Jane Scherban, Clerk

HELP WANTED

The bookshelves in the Church hall are overflowing. I'm looking for some help to sort used books, find
a good home for books that aren’t moving, and make room for new contributions. Ideally, I'd like to find
someone who would like to take over this ministry by the fall. If you are interested in coordinating the
Used Books for Fairly Traded Coffee, or just want to help now and then, please email Julia Lisella at
llisella@comcast.net or call at 781-391-3919.

Submitted by Julia Lisella


mailto:graceclergy@verizon.net

MILDRED'’S POETRY CORNER

Joy is an attitude; it costs not a cent...

It's valued at millions yet never is spent.

Life is so exciting if you're young at heart,

Each day filled with promise when Good has a part.

Keep a song on your lips, so the world will know...
Take happiness with you wherever you go.

From a poem by Donita M. Dyer
Submitted by Mildred Spencer

One of our oldest and dearest parishioners, Mildred Spencer, is now residing at Dexter House. Mildred
is doing well and is very happy that she will be able to remain close by her Grace Church family.
Arrangements have been made to assure that Mildred will be picked up and brought to her usual
Sunday service. We hope that Mildred’s many wonderful friends will have an opportunity to visit with
her on occasion at Dexter House.

Submitted by Jude Walsh and Maria Fenn

CLOTHING PANTRY

The Semi-Annual Clothing Pantry was a great success again this past June, 2008. There were more
than fifty people taking advantage of the opportunity of receiving gently-worn summer clothing.

The Pantry is run twice a year, in Spring and Autumn, under the Chairwomanship of Maria Fenn. This
year Maria was grateful to receive the help of Grace Church members in set-up and patron service.
Patrons were given bags and were each allowed to choose fifteen items of clothing. All remaining
clothing was taken to Tri-City in Malden.

Patrons were also given a notice regarding Grace Church Clothing Pantry this coming Autumn. Maria

Fenn will accept donations of clean, in tact winter clothing, shoes and accessories for men, women and
children during the summer/fall months from our very generous, thoughtful parishioners.

Submitted by Jude Walsh

JULY BIRTHDAYS

Remembering we are all children of God, let us pray for those having birthdays during the month of July.

Judith Karpowich 07/02 Caroline Daly 07/18
Samuel Cluggish 07/04 Lucy Hale 07/18
John Schlesinger 07/04 Verna Skeete 07/19
Daniel Egger 07/05 Bill Williams 07/22
James Pearson Sr. 07/06 Eva Jackson 07/26
Ruthanne Pearson 07/07 Ethel Silva 07/26
Ruth Hall 07/09 Stephen Duggan 07/26
Fernando Novaes 07/09 Phyllis Allaire 07/27
Suzanne Henson 07/10 Steve Viggiani 07/31
Jason Cluggish 07/11 Cynthia Biswanger 07/31

Tristan Cross-Choi 07/14



GRACE CHURCH PARISH LEADERSHIP

Clergy & Staff: Officers:

THE REV. NOAH EVANS, Priest in Charge MARGARET SMIST, Senior Warden
THE REV. DR. TED J. GAISER, Deacon STEPHEN DUGGAN, Junior Warden
COREEN GAUVIN, Director, GraceWorks NAIDA GAVRELIS, Treasurer
DONNA GARGIULO, Office Administrator JANE SCHERBAN, Parish Clerk

RUTH ROPER, Director of Music

Vestry:
MICHAEL FENN, WES FOOTE, JR, DAVID LEE, KATHY MUMMA, JUNE PIETRANTONI,
WARREN RAMIREZ , LARRY ROGERS, BRANWEN SMITH-KING, JEAN SPIERS

Ministries:

Acolytes & Ushers: LINDA FOOTE, JILL CAPUCCIO

Altar Guild: CAROLYN ROGERS, DIRECTOR, RUBY GREENE, DIRECTOR EMERIT A
Annual Church Fair: LAURA & STEVE DUGGAN

Annual Pledging & Stewardship: JANE SCHERBAN

Bell Tower Restoration Committee: ALLISON ANDREWS, SARAH CLUGGISH, WES FOOTE, JR.,
JIM PEARSON, JR., WARREN RAMIREZ

Children’s Formation (Sunday School): CATHERINE SMITH

Clothing Pantry: MARIA FENN

Communications: MARGARET SMIST

Deanery Representatives: ALLISON ANDREWS, BRAD CLOMPUS, DOTTIE PALLADINO,
JANE SCHERBAN

Diocesan Delegates: JAMES KLASEN, MARIA FENN

Alternate Delegate: HALLIE LEE

Episcopal City Mission: SUE MALTZ

Facilities Care: JIM PEARSON, JR.

Executive Committee: STEVE DUGGAN, NAIDA GAVRELIS, MARGARET SMIST, JANE SHERBAN
Food Donation Ministry: BEVERLY CONVERY, CAROL THOMPSON

GraceWorks Oversight Committee: STEPHANIE BRADY, LAURA DUGGAN, MIKE FENN,
LISA MCCARTHY, BRENDA PEARSON, BRANWEN SMITH-KING, JANE SCHERBAN,
ABBY WILLIAMSON

Hospitality: NANCY & LARRY ROGERS

Medford Council of Churches Representative: CATHERINE SMITH

Newcomers: DAVID LEE

Newsletter: JUDITH WALSH, EDITOR, DONNA GARGIULO, VOLUNTEERS

Scholarship Committee: BRANWEN SMITH-KING

Tween/Teen Group: MARIA FENN

Web: JASON CLUGGISH

Wednesday Night Children’s Bible Study: MARIA FENN, DEB SMITH

Women’s Book Club: JULIA LISELLA

Grace Church is a congregation of the Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Massachusetts.
THE RT. REV. M. THOMAS SHAW, SSJE, Bishop
THE RT. REV. ROY CEDERHOLM, Bishop Suffragan
THE RT. REV. GAYLE E. HARRIS, Bishop Suffragan



NEW MISSION STATEMENT FOR GRACE CHURCH!

During our Parish History Night, our church family came together to reminisce and also dream about
our future together at Grace. Through this time together we came up with a list of core values that
‘define’ our life together. The following day, your Vestry met to begin work on a mission statement,
vision statements and goals for the Church for years 2008/2009. We are pleased to say that because
of the good work on our History night, our work on a mission statement proved to be easier than
expected! After writing the statement, we introduced it to the Church and asked for your feedback.
Many thanks for all your input and suggestions. Our new statement was approved at the June, 2008
Vestry Meeting. The mission statement will begin to appear more often as we begin our long-range
planning work and it is already up on our website!

Migsion

¢ eatenort

Grace Episcopal Church is a multigenerational,
diverse and welcoming Christian community which
values shared leadership, service to those in need

and nurturing all in the love of God.
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SEE CALENDAR ONLINE AT WWW.GRACEMEDFORD.ORG
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