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On the first Sunday after Easter, the Sunday where we hear the story about "Doubting Thomas,” |
preached about the role of doubt in a life of faith, especially as it relates to our creeds. A number of you
asked me to put some of my thoughts in writing.

In my experience, a life of faith is has little to do with the blind adherence to the creeds of the Church, but
instead is about living a life in such a way that assumes the creeds to be true. A life of faith is not about
agreeing with abstract metaphysical realities, but about living a life that flows out of these principles.

A life of faith is not so much about believing in Virgin Birth, as believing that God has the power to
overcome any obstacle. It is not so much about believing that Jesus was raised from the dead, as living a
life that that imagines that even out of the darkest places, God brings new life.

A life of faith is about the way we live. The way we make choices. OQur beliefs about what is important and
what is dangerous.

The creeds help us as a community to stay grounded in the narratives and stories that have shaped our
community over millennia. We say “we believe,” because it is together that we believe these to be true, not
necessarily each individual believing each and every line. Together we hold these truths as a community.

The Church then is a kind of “mutual faith society,” with each offering courage and hope to others. A
community that shows us that there is no experience, there is no evil, no loss, no dark place that God
cannot bring new life out of. Our faith flows out of our life together, not just from what is in our heart or
mind alone.,

During May we will be holding a class on Wednesday Nights entitled “Interested in the Episcopal Church?”
During these classes we will be exploring the faith and practices of our community of faith, the Episcopal
Church. As part of this class we will be exploring the stories in several panel discussions of those who are
both new and lifelong members of the church. Please join us Wednesday nights in May. Please see
inside for more information.

Peace,

—
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The Reverend Noah H. Evans
noah@gracemedford.orq-781-396-7215




VESTRY NOTES
Vestry Notes — APRIL
Vestry met on April 20, 2010. Highlights of the meeting included:

Vestry discussed a significant bequest received by the church. Vestry and Finance Committee will need to
spend time in the coming weeks and months determining who we are as a church and how that will be
reflected planning the use of the funds. Father Noah reported on two staffing related changes: (1) the
church has hired a new sexton and (2) the bookkeeper will be coming every other week, so standard check
requests may take up to two weeks now. The Treasurer presented a revised budget, which was approved
by Vestry, reflecting the addition of the new GraceWorks classroom, the hiring of the sexton, and the
renewal of the lease on the rectory for another year. She also presented the parochial report to the
Diocese, which was approved by Vestry.

The Senior Warden reported on the Episcopal Church Class, which will be the adult education program on
Wednesday nights from May 5 through June 2. She also reported on the appointment of the Discernment
Committee, which was approved by Vestry. The members of the Discernment Committee are David Choi,
James Kossuth, Jim Norton, June Pietrantoni, Marie Glynn, and Margaret Smist. The Building Committee
reported on damage sustained to the rear wall of the church during the March storms and plans to works
with the insurance company to repair the damage. Vestry voted to approve costs associated with obtaining
an estimate. Vestry voted to approve a request from the Outreach Committee to give $1000 to St. Luke's
to continue their work feeding those in need.

Submitted on Sat, Apr 24, 2010 at 10:09 AM, by Kathy Kraig Mumma
Vestry Notes — MARCH
Vestry met on March, 9, 2010. Highlights of the meeting included:

Vestry reviewed the goals set in 2009 for May 2009 through May 2010, looking at what Vestry and the
church had accomplished and what remained to be completed.

Vestry voted to create a new sexton position, approving a job description to be posted immediately. The
sexton will do the work previously done by the cleaning service used by Grace Church and GraceWorks.

Vestry approved an amended budget in connection with the planned addition of a new classroom for
GraceWorks.

The Treasurer reported that the Church is in the process of moving the bulk of its’ funds to Brookline Bank.

The Wardens reported on the Leadership and Development Institute (LDI) pro;ect which will be a series of
park cleanups.

Rachael reported on the Food for Thought Campaign.

The Building Committee reported on plans for a ramp to make the parish hall accessible when the church
itself is not open and on plans to do necessary electrical work in the area of the stage. Vestry voted to
have a planning meeting for the former to explore fundraising and to approve the expenditure of funds for
the latter.

Submitted by Kathy Kraig Mumma




OUTREACH AT GRACE

2 Corinthians 9: 6-8 (NRSV)

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.

It is 6:30 AM oh a cold Saturday morning, my alarm clock is going off, and | am not feeling like a cheerful
giver. | would stay snuggled under my warm covers, but | signed up to help make breakfast at St. Luke's
this morning. Definitely a littie bit of a grumpy giver.

It always changes once | get there, though. | like the hustle of the kitchen, the camaraderie, and the love
for others that is infused in all the food we prepare. I'm always glad [ went, and | become a cheerful giver.

It makes me think, though. How many times do we hold on tightly to all that God blesses us with: our time,
talent, and treasure? And what makes us do this? For me, free time is scarce. | work long hours, am a
wife and mother, and co-run a household. Often [ feel like I'm running crazily from one thing to the next.
So, it's hard to sign up for St. Luke’s, and | often worry that | will need that time to balance the checkbook,
get some work done on a lecture, or, of course, to catch up on sleep after yet another over-committed
week. It's the same with money. It's hard to give it away. There are so many things | could use it on right
now, for myself and my family. And, what if we need it even more in the future — shouldn’t it go in our
savings account?

God asks us to give cheerfully, though, with the faith that God will take care of us. Sometimes | am
reluctant, but doing God’s work always gives me joy.

Grace Church is involved with many activities that we hope are making a difference. Here's how you can
help (check the weekly bulletin as weli):

Walk for Hunger
On Sunday 2 May Grace Church is participating in Project Bread's Annual Walk for Hunger. The Walk for
Hunger is an annual fundraiser, which supports over 400 soup kitchens, food pantries, food banks and
food salvage programs in Massachusetts.
How can you participate?
¢« Be a Walker. Pledge forms and a signup sheet are on the bulletin board in the parish hall. Register
with the Grace Church team on the Project Bread website, www.projectbread.orq.
¢ Support our Walkers. Sponsor one of our Walkers or the whole team (again, go to the website
www.projectbread.org).

Questions?: Contact Barbara Novaes (bnovaes@comcast.net), Catherine Smith
(smith.catherine@epa.gov) or Rachael Pettengill (rachael@diomassintern.org).

Clothing Pantry

The next Clothing Pantry will be held on Saturday 15, May. Sign-ups are on the Qutreach bulletin board.
You can help with set-up on Friday or with serving patrons on Saturday. For more information, contact
Maria Fenn at fennways@verizon.net.




St. Luke’s

The next opportunity to help out at St. Luke's will be on Saturday 29" , May. Sign-ups are on the Outreach
bulletin board, near the books. Please note: you can sign up for different shifts and you don’t necessarily
have to wake up early! | just do that because it's what generally works out best overall for our family. Any
guestions, contact Brenda Pearson at brendapearson@comcast.net.

B-SAFE — Build a Playground

St. Mary's in Dorchester is building a new playground in their backyard for their daycare kids and B-SAFE
this summer. They hope to gather teams of 10-12 volunteers to help with re-grading the land, building
retaining walls, raking, removing existing structures, installing new ones, etc. Each day will be directed by
one of the project coordinators, so you don't need construction skills. The workdays will run from 9:30 am
to 5 pm (on Sunday's they will break for worship at 11 am), and will be on the following days (all Saturdays
and Sundays). May 1st, 8th, 9th, 15th, 16th, 30"™. Contact Rachael Pettengill for more information
(rachael@diomassintern.org).

Greater Boston Food Bank (www.gbfb.org)

The GBFB depends on volunteers to inspect, sort, and repack “salvaged” food and grocery products, which
they receive. The items are then redistributed to nearly 600 hunger-relief agencies throughout eastern MA.
If you would like to volunteer, you must be at least 16. Grace Church is sending volunteers on August 14,
Sept 18, Oct 16, Nov 20, and Dec 4. Please speak with Nanci Palladino, if you would like to volunteer
(nanci.palladinob7@comcast.net or 781-395-4108).

Hunger Relief Youth Mission Trip

This July several of our teens are going to New York City with the Youth Service Opportunity Project
(www.ysop.org) to serve in food pantries and soup kitchens throughout the city. They are currently
fundraising to cover the cost of the trip. If you would like to financially support them, checks can be made
out to Grace Episcopal Church and given to Rachael Pettengill (rachael@diomassintern.org or call

Rachael at 781-396-7215.
Submitted by Sarah Folta and Rachael Pettengill

bus stop...consider giving onefeach a little something , a nice reminder that you think they're special... like
a good book. The Grace bookshelves are filled with a good selection of reading material in mint, almost
brand new condition. Hardcover and oversized paperbacks are only $1 and small paperback books fifty

cents! All proceeds benefit Outreach programs.
Submitted by Doltie Pafladino

Wednesdays at Grace Adult Education
Wednesdays 6:45-8:00PM

5:30: Pre-K Godly Play
6:00: Community Dinner
6:45: Godly Play 1 & 2, Rite 13
Adult Education- 6:45-8:00PM

Interested in the Episcopal Church?
A series in May and June

May 5 — The Episcopal Vision

Learn about the theology and practices which shape the beliefs of the Episcopal Church. We will explore
the basics of Episcopal theology, the leadership and ministry of the Episcopal Church and explore the
Episcopal Church’s stance on some current moral issues.
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May 12 — History of the Episcopal Church
We are shaped by our history and heritage. Learn about the history of the Episcopal Church and the
Anglican Communion and how that history impacts our common life today.

May 19 — Our Worship Life
Why do we do what we do on Sunday mornings? How does our worship shape our lives? What does
participating in worship have to do with living a life of faith?

May 26 — Exploring the Life of the Episcopal Church
A panel discussion of people who have come to the Episcopal Church from other denominations, including
the Roman Catholic Church.

June 2 - Grace Episcopal Church: Who We Are
A panel discussion of Grace Church parishioners. Learn how Grace Church has impacted and
transformed their own and their family’s lives.

GreenUP CleanUP

Come and Bring Your Friends!
Join Grace Church as we organize the cleanup of several parks around Medford. We have cleanups
planned for the first four Saturdays in May starting with Cummings Park on May 1%'. We can use all types
of help including helpful hands of all ages, snacks for the volunteers, equipment like rakes and brooms and
of course money. We had a great time cleaning up the Mystic River and hope you will join us as we make
Medford a greener and cleaner place through GreenUp CleanUp. Residents from throughout Medford will
be joining us so we would appreciate having a strong showing from Grace Church. In particular, elected
officials have been invited to the Wrights Pond cleanup, and we can use as many hands as we can get
therel

For more details including a map and pictures, visit http://gracemedford.org/greenupcleanup and sign up.

GreenUp CleanUp Schedule

. Saturday, May 1° 10-12pm — Cummings Park
Saturday, May 8" 10-12pm — Brooks Estate (ages 11 and up only)
Saturday, May 15" 10-1pm — Wright's Pond
Saturday, May 22" 9-11am — Carr Park

Let us gather together in the Lord’s name as stewards of His gifts.

Reusable water bottles (“eco-bottles”) save money and the environment by reducing the use of
plastic water bottles.

The Grace Church Greenllp Clean!is project is selling these for $12.50 each to raise funds for
- our park cleanup project.

For questions about the Greentin Clean's: project or the eco-bottles, ask one of the team: Ann,
Jon, Linda, June, Margaret or Rachael.

Submitted by Jon Hunt




MAY AT GRACE CHURCH

GraceWorks Open House

There will be an open house for GraceWorks Summer Camp, Afterschool and Early Childhood program on
Thursday, May 6 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Please come to learn about our programs. GraceWorks has
Afterschool and summer openings and early childhood openings starting in September. For more
information, visit www.graceworkschildcare.org or call 781-306-0060.

e

Blessing of the Animals

Saturday, May 8 at 4:00 PM: Come celebrate Rogation Day, a day on the Church calendar where we
celebrate the environment and God's good creation. Bring your dog, cat, gerbil, snake, camel or bird to be
blessed. Photographs and pictures of animal, and stuffed animals can be brought too. Weather
permitting, we will gather on the front lawn of Grace Church. Please join us for this celebration of creation
and the blessing of animal friends!

Next Women’s Book Club
Thursday, May 13, 7 pm, at the home of Allison Andrews, 38 Woodbine Road, for the classic by Frances

Hodgson Burnett, The Secret Garden. All women of Grace and their friends are welcome to Jom us!
Submitted by Julia Lisella

Pentecost - May 23

Do you speak another language? Pentecost, May 23, is the birthday of the church and the festival where
we celebrate the disciples speaking in all of the languages of the world. We will be reading one of the
lessons that day in many different languages. If you speak another language and are willing to participate,
please let Noah know (noah@gracemedford.org or 781-396-7215). You will only have to read two lines, so
amateur linguists are welcome.

Medford Veterans Groups Visiting Grace Church

On Memorial Day, May 30th, members of Medford's Veteran's groups will continue their jong standing
tradition of joining us at Grace Church for the 10:00AM service. Help us to remember those who have died
in service to our country.

Looking Ahead.......

SAVE THE DATE
Mark Your Calendar's for these upcoming events at Grace Church!!
Wednesday 6/9 - Wednesdays at Grace, End of Year Celebration
Sunday, 6/20 - Children's Celebration Sunday during the 10 AM service
Sunday, 6/13 - Newcomer's Lunch held immediately after the 10 am service in the Common Room

Sunday, 6/27 - End of School Year Picnic to be held on the front lawn following the 10 am service
Submitted by Margaretf Smist
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New Grace Church Outreach Opportunity!
Outreach Event: Greater Boston Food Bank
Where: 70 South Bay Avenue, Boston, MA
When: August 14" 9:30-12, September 18" 1:00-3:30, October 16™ 1:00-3:30, November 20" 9:30-12,
December 4™ 9:30-12
Sign-up: Volunteer Registration sheets are located on the bulletin boards in the church hall or you can
sigh-up on Facebook.

Information:
Volunteers ages 16+ are needed to volunteer at the Greater Boston Food Bank from August-December.

Volunteers are critical o the work we do every day in feeding the hungry. The Greater Boston Food Bank
manages the largest internal volunteer program in the region, averaging more than 10,000 volunteers a
year.

We depend on volunteers to inspect, sort, and repack "salvaged" food and grocery products, which we
receive. These items are then redistributed to nearly 600 hunger-relief agencies throughout eastern
Massachusetts.

The help you supply is real, tangible, and relied on by more than 394,000 people who benefit annually from
the food we provide.

All volunteers are trained in food safety at the beginning of the shift. Volunteers work together as a team
on an assembly line, and may be working alongside other groups. Some volunteers load boxes onto
conveyer belts, other volunteers inspect products, others sort products, and others check and label boxes.
A few of these "jobs" require the ability to [ift a box of about 30 pounds, but the majority of positions simply
require that a volunteer can stand and inspect products for a few hours.

The GBFB can accommodate volunteers with special needs or requests with advance notice.

With your help, The Food Bank is able to provide meals for over 83,000 people each week, such as; St.
Luke's in Chelsea.

Because of the machinery in our new sorting area, we require NO LOOSE CLOTHING OR ITEMS that
could be caught in the conveyer belts. This would include un-tucked shirts, wide sleeves, and jewelry,
including bracelets or long necklaces. LONG HAIR must be tied back or contained in a hat. Please note
the closed toe shoe policy (no sandals or flip flops) as we are a working warehouse, and please
communicate this to your group as those wearing open-toed shoes will not be allowed to volunteer.
Volunteers will want to wear clothes they do not mind getting dirty.

Directions are here: htip:/iwww.abfb.org/aboutUs/Directions.cfin

Please park in our gated lot. When you approach, the gate will lift. We will give all drivers tokens
necessary for getting out of the lot at the end of the shift. We have lockers for purses or bags, but The
Food Bank is not responsible for lost or stolen items. On Wednesday evenings and Saturdays, when the
building is locked up, volunteers will come to our front door also, but if some are late for their shift, they
should call their group leader's cell phone, so they can be let in. If you are running very late on a
Wednesday or Saturday, please call 617-908-2249 to let the volunteer associate know.

Please contact Nanci Palladino if you have any questions. nanci.palladino57@comcast.net
Submitted by Nanci Palladino




LAKE WINNIPESAUKEE RELAYS

Every year, about the middle of September, the North Medford Running Club sponsors a relay race that
circles Lake Winnipesaukee in NH. Vin Maganzini and Wes Foote were discussing this and felt that there
were some runners in the Grace Church stable and possibly we could field a team. What is a team? It's
eight runners, either male or female, any age. The legs of the relay are anywhere from 3.5 miles to 11
miles, for a total of about 64 miles. Usually takes place on a Saturday, middle of September and can be a
fot of fun. If you are interested, let Vin or Wes know, and if there is enough interest, we can enter a team

under the Grace Church banner.
Submitted by Wes Foofe

Barbara C. Harris Summer Camp

Come spend a week at the Barbara C. Harris Summer Camp! For kids who are entering 4™ grade in the
Fall of 2009 and older. Last year more than 10 Grace Church kids attended Camp, and had an awesome
time. The Reverend Noah H. Evans will be a Camp Chaplain the week of July 11-17, 2010.

Let’s make that Grace Church Week at Camp!! Generous scholarships are available; please speak to
Noah about them. For more information, and to register, visit www.bckcenter.org.

Grace Church Happenings

Cooking for Families with New Babies:

Fellow Grace Parishioners:

As Christians we believe we are called to love, serve, and care for one another. At Grace Church we do
this in a variety of ways, some are informal, and some more organized. We sometimes assume that
pastoral care is only for our elderly members, or those who are sick and hospitalized. People of all ages
need help and support, and people of all ages can offer these gifts to others.

As you know, we recently blessed the following expectant mothers, Abby Williamson, Kathy Mumma,
Peggy Kearns, Catrine Mcurdy and Carrie Cross. | am organizing a “meals for new moms, dads and
babies” program to support and help these families through the first few weeks upon bringing their
baby/babies) home

If you would like to help in this pastoral effort to cook a dinner and bring to them please let me know, 1 will
add you to the list. You will be contacted on your assigned day to bring over dinner.
Any questions do not hesitate to contact me at; 781-391-0928 or email me at:

brendapearson@comcast.net
Submitted by Brenda Pearson

Prayer Group
Grace Church Prayer Group meets the 2nd and 4th Sunday of every month from 9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. in
the GraceWorks kitchen downstairs. Come and join us to pray for the Grace family and your specific

prayer concerns! Please contact Susan Maltz, amaltz8486@comcast.net if you have questions!
Submitted by Sue Malfz

Artisans for the Church Fair

A call for all Grace Church Artisans, Aspiring Artisans and any one in between to gather together regularly
to create beautiful handmade items for this years church fair. This is a group for folks who are masters and
folks who want to learn or teach themselves in community for a creative giving to the church. This is a
chance to share with each other, create new ideas, and make beautiful things. Whether you are a knitter,
painter, quilter, candle maker, sewer, jeweler, card maker or you have a new idea or you have supplies to

donate. Contact: Carrie Cross, if you are interested (cross_carrie@hotmail.com , 617/515-7037).
Submitted by Carrie Cross




Bowling League

How many are aware that Grace Church is part of the Medford Church/K of C Bowling League? The
league this year celebrates its 100" consecutive year of operation, perhaps the longest consecutive streak
in the country. Of course, this is candlepin bowling, real bowling, that is enjoyed mostly in this part of the
country. Team members this season are: Jim Pearson (the younger), Don Capuccio, Marty Lord (brother
of former secretary), Mike MacDougall (a friend) and Wes Foote (the younger). Former team members
that might be remembered were: Cal Carpenter, Fred LeBert, Ken Blodgett, Jim Pearson, Sr., Pete
Pearson, Richard Foote, Ed Sherry, John Schiesinger and Emil Schlesinger. Even heard that Don
Thompson and Oscar Greene tried one year. The league started with six teams, had as many as sixteen
at times and has shrunk back to six. But it continues, not as much representative of the Churches it once
was, and is still a fun league. Bowling night has been Wednesday at 6:30 for years. Anyone interested in

joining in the future should contact Don or Wes. We are always looking for more bowlers.
Submitted by Wes Foolfe

Anderson Scholarship
If you are interested in applying for or would like more information about the Anderson Scholarship, please
contact Branwen Smith King at branwen.smith-king@tufts.edu or at coffee hour on Sunday mornings.

Rides to Grace Church Events
If you ever need a ride to Sunday services, or any Grace Church event, please call the parish office. We
are here to help you find a ride! 1t is helpful if you call at least 48 hours before you need the ride.

THANK YOU
FOOD DRIVE A SUCCESS

The Grace Church Food Drive was a HUGE success and we met our goal of
144 boxes. Thank you to everyone that donated. The shelves were bare
when we arrived at the St. Luke’s food pantry to deliver the donations--but

not when we left!
Submitted by Nanci Palladino




MAY BIRTHDAYS

Remembering we are all children of God, let us pray for those having birthdays

during the month of May.
Hunter Hourihan 05/01 | Marina Vernaglia 05/21
Laura Owen 05/04 | Annabell Dow 05/25
Cameron Deane 05/04 | Jane Scherban 05126
June Pietrantoni 05/05 | Daniel Nwachukwu 05/26
Myra Skeete 05/06 | Lawrence Rogers 05/27
Anthony Rizzo 05/06 | Oscar Greene 05/28
Crystal New 05/06 | Tanya Panzera 05/28
Carrie Cross 05/07 | Janna Davis 05131
Jassica Sciullo 05/13 | Harold Pankowski, Jr. 05/31
Chioma Opara 05/16 | Marina Vernaglia 05/21
Ann Bogrette 05/17 | Annabell Dow 05/25
Jonas Wirz 05/18 | Jane Scherban 05/28
Ann Kossuth 05/19 | Daniel Nwachukwu 05/26

If we do not have your birthday, please contact the church office at
781-396-7215 or office@gracemedford.org

Note from Editor:

When emailing an article to me for an upcoming newsletter, please reference the Grace Newsletter in your
Subject Line. This will help me in not overlooking an article when | don’t recognize the sender's name.

Thank you.
Jude Walsh, delphine3738@yahoc.com
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